United Methodist Legacy Partners

Position Description
for
Legacy Leader in the Local Church

The Annual Conference Session in June 2006 unanimously passed a resolution establishing United Methodist Legacy Partners of the North Carolina Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. One item of the resolution establishes a Legacy Leader in each local church: 
“To invite and encourage each congregation within the Annual Conference to appoint (elect) a "Legacy Leader" who will be charged with learning about planned giving options and developing an ongoing endowment/planned giving initiative within the congregation; and to encourage each congregation that already has an active endowment/planned giving program also to name a Legacy Leader for ongoing local leadership and for sharing of experiences and best practices with other congregations.”
The purpose of this document is to suggest some of the responsibilities of the Legacy Leader, and to outline how those churches who have existing Endowment or Legacy programs can establish the position of Legacy Leader in the context of their existing programs.
Here are some suggestions about Legacy Leader responsibilities:

1. Form a small Legacy Committee with the Legacy Leader as chairperson. Include staff and lay people. Determine the status of Legacy Giving in the congregation. Are there one or more accounts holding legacy funds (from bequests, trusts, income producing gifts, etc.)? If so, is use of the funds designated or undesignated? How are the funds invested? Have the donors' wishes been met?
If the church has an endowment or legacy gifts committee, have that committee chair or a member of the committee become the Legacy Leader. The named committee member would be responsible for interfacing with UMLP as he/she sees fit. Additional responsibilities of the existing committee would be to work with UMLP to share successes in their church, to be a possible resource for others, and to consider additional ideas and expertise brought to the table by UMLP.

2. Become educated about legacy giving through resources available from the United Methodist Foundation and UM Legacy Partners. Call the United Methodist Foundation at 919-836-0029, or visit www.umlegacypartners.org. 
3. Draft a Legacy Giving proposal for the church, again asking UMLP for help and using programs at other churches that have successful programs. Visit www.umlegacypartners.org for helpful resources.
4. Upon formulation of a final proposal, take it to the appropriate approving bodies within the church (e. g., Finance Committee, Administrative Council).
5. Begin implementing the approved plan, educating church members, etc.

(Again, with the help of Legacy Partners, if needed).
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